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Itinerary 
 

Leave Melbourne and on Calder Freeway travel across basalt plains of the Newer 
Volcanic Province of Southeastern Australia, with 3Ma old flat-topped volcanoes near 
Sunbury and also younger volcanoes; flows heading downslope (south) towards Port 
Phillip Bay. 

Great Divide at Mt Macedon 

Bypass Kyneton 

Campaspe River and nearby plateaus capped by lava flows which ran downslope to the 
north (inland). 

Mt Alexander ahead (north) – a long granite and metamorphic ridge. 

Harcourt - granite tors and deep regolith in cuttings. 

At Ravenswood take road to Marong and Bridgewater, bypassing Bendigo. 

Leave the Western Uplands and follow down the Loddon Fan on to the Loddon Plain, 
part of the Riverine Plains. 

Serpentine, Bears Lagoon, Durham Ox. 

Pyramid Hill and Mt Hope of the Terrick Terrick Range to the east (right). Red Brown 
Earth soil developed on parna (wind-blown calcareous clay). 

Leaghur Fault and Gredgwin Ridge to west (left) across Loddon Fan. 

Tragowel Swamp – Burke & Wills camp number 12. (Turn off left about 10 km south of 
Kerang.) 

Kerang, with Lake Wandella and lunette to the west after leaving town. 

A series of lunette lakes including Lake Charm and Kangaroo Lake; Avoca River from 
the west (left) meets course of Loddon River. 

Pass Lake Tutchewop to the east, and then Lake Boga just to the right of the road. 
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Swan Hill on the River Murray – Burke & Wills Explorers’ Memorial, Moreton Bay fig 
tree, Charley Gray Memorial and camp number 15 in Riverside Park. 

North out of Swan Hill, across a large palaeolake - the “Flats” irrigation area - to 
Tyntynder Homestead. 

Nyah West railway cutting with section of east-west Mallee dunes (“Linear Dunes” of 
GEOMORPHIC MAP OF MALLEE REGION by Bowler) and palaeosols. 

West across east-west Mallee dunes to Towan Plains Boinka of Macumber - gypsum 
(copi) flats and dunes. 

Chinkapook - take road southwest to Daytrap area (weather permitting). Box Gully 
archaeological and geomorphological sites to south (left) - not stopping). 

(If necessary leave Chinkapook on alternate road NW then west to join Calder 
Highway.) 

Views of Lake Tyrrell from lookout near northwest corner. 

Join Calder Highway and then west and north to Ouyen. 

North to Hattah Lakes (east, right) and parabolic dunes of Sunset Desert to west, with 
possible lookout stop to view the Raak Boinka and Raak Plain (west, left). 

Following near the left bank of the River Murray through Redcliffs to Mildura. 

 

References 

Bowler, J.M., Kotsonis, A. & Lawrence, C.R., 2006. Environmental evolution of the 
Mallee region, Western Murray Basin. Proceedings of the Royal Society of Victoria 118 
(2): 161-210. ISSN 0035- 9211. 

Joyce, Bernie  & McCann, Doug. 2011. Geology, soils and landscapes of the expedition 
route. Chapter 3, In Joyce, E. B.  & McCann, D. A. (eds), 2011. Burke & Wills: The 
Scientific Legacy of the Victorian Exploring Expedition, CSIRO PUBLISHING, 
Collingwood, Australia. pp.58-96. 

Phoenix, Dave. 2011. Following Burke & Wills across Victoria: A touring guide. 



AQUA 2014 Biennial Meeting, Mildura, Australia, June‐July 2014 pre‐conference field trip guide 

4 
 

 

The first time… 
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